
USING THE STUDY SEQUENCE: 

INTRODUCTION: 
This six lesson study sequence is the latest version of a three year old, ongoing 
proJect. It has been ~y goal to develop an effective and concise ~ethod of teaching 
non-Chrlstians the gospel. It has undergone Many revisions in the past and wlll 
continue to be revised ln the future. If I was to give credit to other sources who 
supplied ae with ldeas, lilustratlons and insights, the list of naaes would be long. 

There are four basic approaches to teaching the gospel. Each have strengths and 
weaknesses: 

1. FILM STRIPS: These are excellent because they are fliled wlth visual alds and are 
easy for anyone to teach. But they can tend to be too i.personal Slnce the focus is 
the Machlne not the soul winner. The "50S" aethod overcoaes this so~ewhat. 

2. LECTURE/LESSON The aost coa~on .ethod of teaching the lost is where the preacher 
pulls out his seraon on baptis. and teaches it. Here the focus is the iapartation of 
knowledge WhlCh is good. But these lessons tend to be Just what they really are: 
ser.ons and lectures. They tend to be a one-way coa.unication and dry. 

3. QUESTION/ANSWER These are excellent for student feedback and gets theM to thlnk 
for theaselves. The Bible is the pr~.sry focus. They are easy to learn to teach. For 
exa~ple, you read "enter by the narrow gate .•• few find it" then ask, "Will the 
aa]Orlty get to heaven?" But these studies lack visual aids and illustrat~ons that can 
greatly enhance any study. 

4. LESSONS FROM MEMORY 
So~e teach lessons froa aeMory. They walk into a person's house with nothing aore than 
a Blble, a pen and a pad of paper. This is excellent for a nUBber of reasons but lS 
too auch to expect for anyone other than the preacher. You also aay have "chicken 
scratch" for hand writting or be a terrible "drawer" which partially defeats the 
benefits. 

What I have tried to do lt take the best of all four approaches. There is a focus to 
lBpart knowledge, while incorporating visual aids and illustrations. Woven lnto the 
studies are questions which require the student to thlnk and answer. The Bain pOlnts 
of the lessons are question oriented rather then stateaent oriented. (exaMple: "Word 
of God" study: Rather than stating in section IV, "Most people run to their preacher 
when they want the Bible exlalned", We ask thelll to answer, "When people want the Bible 
explained, who do they usually go to?") There are also sections where the student aust 
deteraine what the Bible says on his own with little help fro~ you. (see "CHECK IT FOR 
YOURSELF" in the "Baptisa" study section III). The teacher is also required to finish 
partially constructed charts. 

This study series is not perfect, but I believe it coabines the best of what is 
currently available. It will continue to change and be revlsed further with tiMe. It 
will be even better when you incorporate your own personal touches. Change it, add to 
it or delete, but Make it yours! <Non-profit reproduction in whole or part per.itted) 

This lesson series was written in such a way, that every ~eBber of the congregation 
can learn lt and use it. I believe that we must "equip that saints for the work of 
service". This series is a partial answer to the question, "How can we activate the 
COMMon aeabership to beCOMe active in evangeliSM?" 



I ORGANIZING THE MATERIALS FOR USE: 
You have about 70 pages of .aterial stapled into six sections. Here is how I organize 
the aaterial in each lesson. Reaeaber that these 70 pages are originals. Keep thea in 
good condition in a separate file. 

WHAT YOU WILL NEED: 

lL Buy a good quality 3 ring binder and vinyl paper protectors. Make one set up for 

each Christian who is interested in learning how to teach the series. Take this binder 

with you to each study. 

h You will need a second binder (duotang> to place all the "how to teach .aterials" 

in. These are for reference and study at hoae. You do not take these .aterials with 

you to the study, thus they need to be in a separate binder. 

~ Buy 500 sheets of each of six different colora of paper to photocopy on. I use 

the following colors for each lesson respectively: blue, green. yellow, pink. brown, 

peach. Using colored paper is cheap yet it greatly enhances the look of quality. It 

also separates the aaterials by color. Each color is like an index which helps you to 

find a certain lesson. 

~ Find soae space to put the lessons so that they are easily available to all. A 

shelf or a file cabinet are fine. Let's say you need a copy of lesson 3 at 10:30 PM. 

You can get a copy at this location whether at hoae. office or church building. 


WHAT DO YOU PUT IN THE TWO BINDERS? ALL MATERIALS for each lesson should be 

photocopied in one of aix colors. (including Illstrations and How to teach) 

1. BINDER WITH VINYL PROTECTORS: Take this with you to each study. You place 
everything in thia binder EXCEPT the "how to teach aaterials". Place lessons. 
illustrations. reference Materials and quizzes in this binder. Here is the order you 
put the aaterials in this binder: lesson. then reference, then illustrations, then 
quiz. correctly coaplete the quiz in your binder and refer to it when you grade the 
stUdent's quiz. This saves tiae and errors! 
2. DUOTANG BINDER: This you never take with you on a study but leave it at hoae for 
your private study. Place only the "how to teach" aaterials in here. 

WHAT DO I GIVE TO MY NON-CHRISTIAN FRIEND? 
Each lesson consiats of: 

1. The actual "LESSON" itself: Give to student 
2. "QUIZ": give to stUdent 
3. "REFERENCE" aaterials: do not give to students. 
4. "ILLUSTRATIONS": do not give 	to student 
5. "HOW TO TEACH" do not give 

REFERENCE MATERIAL OR LESSON MATERIAL??? 

Here is how you distinguish between REFERENCE MATERIALS which you don't give to the 

atudent. and LESSON MATERIALS which you give thea at coapletion of each atudy. 

WORD OF GOD:


1. LESSON: 2 pages
2. REFERENCE: none 

COVENANTS:
1. LESSON: 3 pages (1 of which is the 3 part chart: "OT. NT, ETERNITY" 
2. REFERENCE: 4 pages: tabernacle in wilderness. court, outer tab. inner tab 

NT CHURCH: 
1. LESSON: 4 pagee <including "governaent of church" chart)
2. REFERENCE: 12 pages

1 page: falling away
7 pages: creed book photocopies
1 page: "centralized church governaent"
3 pages: DOES BAPTISM SAVE? FAITH ONLY? BECOMING A MEMBER? 

PLAN OF SALVATION:
1. LESSON: 3 pages (including chart)
2. REFERENCE: none 

BAPTISM:
1. LESSON: 4 pages:
2. REFERENCE: none 

BECOMING A CHRISTIAN: 
1. LESSON: 3 pages
2. 	REFERENCE: none 
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II OVERVIEW OF THE SERIES: 

THE LESSONS: 

There are six lessons in the series. They usually go in the following order: 

1. WORD OF GOD: this lesson shows theM that the Bible lS the only standard of 
authority in religious Matters. It is reliable, all-sufficient, understandable, 
uncorrupted and our Judge. 

2. COVENANTS: This shows that we Must us the NT to establish doctrine and worship. It 
also shows how rellgious divislon is caused by bringing OT practices into NT worship. 

3. NT CHURCH: Here the church is defined. Religious division is shown to be sin and 
the cause of division is identified as hUMan creeds. A basiC description of the church 
in naMe, work, govern.ent, worship and MeMbership is given. 

For the next lesson in the serles you choose one of the following 2 lessons. Your 
choice depends on the needs of your non-christian friend. 

4. 	 PLAN OF SALVATION (for the unchurched and worldly> This lesson 
discusses Sln and why we need Jesus to overco~e this great probleM. 
It doesn't deal Much with how to be saved. This lS done in the "MeMbership" 
section of the NT church study. 

5. 	BAPTISM <for the churched and those who feel they are saved> This 

lesson SSSUMes the person understands why we need Jesus but deals More 

with the "how to be saved" aspect. 


c. 	SOMetiMes both lessons are needed at your discretion. 

5. WHAT IT KEANS TO BE A CHRISTIAN (countlng the cost> This lesson identifies your 
non-Christian friend's greatest single point of resistence to becoMing a Christian ana 
gets theM to agree to pay the cost before they are baptized. 

III FLEXIBILITY: 

ONE SHOT APPROACH OR MULTI-STUDY SEQUENCE FLEXIBILITY: 

When teaching the gospel, there is a need for both a one shot approach and a 

Multi-lesson series. A Multi-lesson series is always prefered but not always possible. 

Often, you know that you are only going to get one chance with a person. In these 

cases a one shot approach is iMportant because you will not get a second chance. 

Lesson three, "The NT Church" serves as a one shot approach that is quite effective. 

It enco.passes Bible authority, religious division and the plan of salvation in about 

1.5 hours. You can also teach the lesson in two nicely divided parts. (45 Minutes 
each> 

INDIVIDUALLY TAILOR MADE LESSONS: 
Every study will require a slightly different approach. Each lesson therefore, has a 
wide range of Material. It is up to the soulwinner to know where to place eaphasis and 
where to ski. over points of little application to the student. Soae aaterial can be 
skipped altogether. 
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IV FEATURES OF THIS STUDY SEQUENCE: 

ILLUSTRATION You will notice on each lesson there are large nUMbers like ~1 


These indicate that there is a correpsonding written illustration in the reference 

section. You auat aeaorize these illustrations. 


HOMEWORK: Each leason haa a quiz. a aeaory verses and daily Bible reading. You will 

need to print up soae daily Bible reading schedules of your choice and take thea with 

you on your firat lesson. See "diagnostic check" in "TEACHING WORD OF GOD" study. 


CONTAINS A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT RUNNING THEMES: 

BIBLE AUTHORITY: in lessons 1.2.3 

RELIGIOUS DIVISION: in leasons 1.2.3.5 

BAPTISM: in lessons 2,3.4,5,6 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: in lessons 2,3 

ATTENDING CHURCH: in lessons 1,2.3,6 

COMMITMENT: homework assign.enta in each lea80n and maJor topic of lesson 6 


THE LESSONS ARE REALLY WORKSHEETS 

Ideally it would be nice to •••orize the entire study series and teach it frOM aeaory. 

While thia is the best ~ethod. it is not practical for the average .e.ber to do. 

Constucting whole charts froa ae.ory is iapressive to the student but is very tiae 

consuaing. 


Many diagrams and charts have been partially constructed that will require you to 

co~plete as you teach that section. This enhances the study as well aa increase your 

credibility as a teacher to the student. It also saves time and is ledgable. 


The lessons are written in such a way that you use them like a worksheet. When you 

study with so.eone it is good to write pointa you are vervally aaking in the wide left 

margin of the study. Underline and circle words that are important on the page. 


V GETTING STARTED: 

If you would like to learn how to use this series. I reco.end you: 


1. 	Learn one lesson at a time. 
2. 	 read the "HOW TO TEACH" section first 
3. 	 then sit down and learn the lesson yourself, reading the illustrations 

when they are used. 
4. 	 Meaorize the illustratlons and .eaory verses for each lesson. <You 


can't expect people to me.orize SOMething you haven't.> 

5. 	Choose another Christian to practice on a few tiaes. 
G. 	 Teach the lost! 

Your fellow worker. 

Steve Rudd 
33 Hlghcliffe ave 
Haal1ton, Onto Canada L9A 3L3 
416-575-8437 

Please write ae and tell me how I can further iaprove these lessons. If you have a 
chart. illustration or idea, please send it to ae so I can use it too! If you would 
like SOMe point clarified, I would be pleased for you to phone ae direct at the nuaber 
above. 

-4­



TEACHING THE WORD OF GOD STUDY 

PURPOSE: 
This is always the first lesson in the study sequence. The purpose of this 
lesson is of critical importance and forms the foundation for all other 
studies. 

OVERVIEW OF THE LESSON: 
The lesson has six parts. If you cannot get your non-Christian friend to agree 
with EVERY MaJor part, it is a waste of ti~e to advance to the next study. It is 
important to realize that if any of the points are not accepted you WILL 
CERTAINLY encounter difficulty in a later study. So be sensitive for this. For 
example, there is no sense teaching them that baptism if for the remission of 
sins if the don't sccept the inspiration of the Bible. 

VOU MUST DETERMINE THEIR NEED: 
This study should take between 50-70 minutes, no longer. There is enough 
material here to exceed that time. You, as a soul winner. need to determine 
which of the four areas your non-Christian friend needs the greatest teaching. 
With one person, you can race through some sections, while the next person will 
need great emphasis on that same section. Here are so~e examples of where you 
will give "leost and most elllphasis" with different religious groups. 

SECTION II III IV V VI 
INSPIRED COMPLETE UNDERSTAND NOT LOST STANDARD 

PENTECOSTAL: least most most least lIIost 
MORMON CHURCH: least most least most most 
CATHOLIC CHURCH: least most most least most 
UNITED CHURCH: most most least least most 
BAPTIST CHURCH: least most most least most 
THE UNCHURCHED: most least least least most 

AS VOU BEGIN_: 
Key thing to keep in mind is to break the ice and ~ake them feel comfortable 
with the study. They don't know what is going to happen. They may wonder if you 
are you a religous fanatic. Bible study may be new to them. Most people are a 
little shy and reserved at first. The sooner you get them thinking and talking 
the better. 50 don't sit down and chat about "nothings" for more than a few 
minutes. They know why you are there, so get down to it! Sit down. get 
comfortable and start. Don't begin with prayer, this can contribute to their 
uneasy feelings. Do your prayer before you get there. 

DIAGNOSTIC CHECK 
Whether or not they do their three homework aSSignments by the next time week 
you get together. will tell you a lot about their spiritual interest. 

THE CUIZ: They should get 100% on the quiz. If they don't, review the 
questions they got wrong before teaching the next lesson. So~etl~es :hey 
understand the point but misread the question. Usually. however. questions 
they get wrong represent future problems if you don't correct them now. 

DAILY BIBLE READING: This is the true acid test which measures spiritual 
interest and motivation to change lifestyle. If someone has done their 
reading even once or twice since you last got together. the person is 8 good 
contact because they are willing to "be doers and not merely hears". If 
someone has not done any readings or didn't even try. it isn't terminal but 
is an early indication of problems. Get them to verbally recommit to doinq 
the readings a second time and see what happens next week. 



TEACHING THE COVENANTS STUDY 

PURPOSE: 
This study is best followed after the word of God because we learn about the two 
divislons of the Bible. This lesson is really the first of a two part aini-series 
dealing with denoMinationalisM. The second part is called, "The New Testaaent Church". 
Keep in aind that while the Main thought is the covenants, the application point is 
that falure to understand this lesson has led to auch religious dlvision. This study 
should take about one hour. 

I.". "CUIO 
:-~ •• - •• •••• a ••••• _ T.BYAII••T ..... •••.•...•.....••........ . •• . . : 
I 01. :... : 

OVERVIEW OF THE SIX PARTS: l m·~I""" .aim ~ ~1~~I·~~'i~~ ~ 
: J"'I_ . c:.,loU..U, : 

~; .. ........... -- -- .. -... ... -:-- ..-..--- ......-.-- .....-......... ..-......;
PART I: DEFINING THE TWO COVENANTS 1··" "-···-"--· ··· .. I TD'n "u \. ... I.. _ .... ........ :._-_ ....... ............. ......... -........•. : 

: 1.. .wa.tICTt J_ .... ,"-u l .. : I,. 2 : 14 IThlS section merely introduces and defines ~ _. it·;;" - .... . . ... -_. _0 ..• iiii.-...... -'c:;~- - -_...0.. . ·0 ... ·.• ... -'0_; 
:-- _.. . - .. ....... . . _..... . .. _- -- -_ .. -._ ..•. _.&. _&. __ .. __ .. . - •.. __ .. : 
~ &&~_._

the subJect. Here you are fixing in their 
............ 1:1) ~l_ lM 11nt ~tJ


mind Just what you Mean by the two covenants. 
The pictures of the tabernacle are a great ..... __II_t 

htt... c.__\c.... 1:&.7:

help. 

... ........ .... . . 

PART II: WHEN THE NEW REPLACED THE OLD 

This section specifically pinpoints when the ,
i \ 1&Il~IIOj.... 

: •• IUD- I LIII 'Uu.­OT was done away and when the NT caae into l ,.': 2:l~: ... ta'·n . 

force. I . ...... ...... ............... ..... ; 


&7 ,.. CIlOS! 

PART III WHAT WAS DONE AWAY: 

Here you are going to get aore specific as to 

what was done away. This section holds two 

surprises for Most people. First you tell 

the~ we are not to keep the Ten Co.aandaents, 

then you show thea that we are not to keep _,~'O''''RU'
r· ·=·... .. ·ii ......·~· .... · ..i:f=~r~ ·~;; .. · ··~ 

: Col 2. , I C- 16: 1.2 - .. 20: 7 ;the Sabbath. Al.ost all churches today teach .......................................... ....... ........... : 

we are to keep both. 

PART IV: VALUE OF OT 
This is an iaportant section. It is possible that people will think that you are 
saying that we should never use the OT at all, that it should be ripped froa our 
Bible. I have had people COMe right out and ask, "Well if the OT has been done away, 
why do we have it in our Bible?" or "Are you suggesting we never use the OT at all?" 

PART V: CAUSES OF RELIGIOUS DIVISION 
This is the Main application paint. Listed 
are 12 things that churches bring forward 
frOM the OT into NT worship. Re~eMber it is 
an all or none proposition. If they want 
instrumental Music or tithing, they aust also 
take aniMal sacrifices. 

PART VI: TABERNACLE/CHURCH ANT I TYPE PAGE 
This section accoaplishes three things. First 
it reinforces why it is wrong to use the 
literal things froa the OT. Second it builds 
their faith in the Bible when they see how 
the type and anti type fit together in God's 
overall plan. Third, it shows thea that we 
are destined for heaven and teaches how to be 
saved by entering the church. 

~D."'~. 

~-­_._ ..-..~­..__ 1_._­--_. 

.......-_.. ­•--. =-=­

L. __• __ _ 

.. --.---......_.__ .... ­_---­.-.---.. 
.. --~-- ...... 
... .._.­._.---­

Tin 

------ .. ­
L.. ______ _ 
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TEACHING THE NT CHURCH STUDY 

PURPOSE: 
This study is the second in a two part series on the cause of religious division. 

Part 1: The covenants (people aisusing the Bible) 
Part 2: The NT church: (people using things in addition to the Bible) 

We will exaaine actual photocopies of creed books. This study will also show the 
pattern for the local church. The study can take up to 2 hours, but usually 1.5 hours. 
Hove quickly to aake your points but don't progress until you are sure that they agree 
with each pOint. This study also serves as ay one shot approach lesson when I deea 
such necessary. The study can also be broken down nicely into two parts. Part 1 
Sections I - III; Part 2 Sections IV - V 

I WHAT IS THE CHURCH 

OVERVIEW: This section defines the church and shows how it is described in different 

ways. It shows there is only one church and that salvation is in this church. ReaeMber 

that you are dealing with the universal church in this section. It is easy to get the 

local and universal aixed up. For exaaple, it is essential to be in the universal 

church and we are coaaanded to attend local church, but we can't attend the universal 

church. It is aistaken logic to state that one aust be a aeaber of the one true church 

(UNIVERSAL) and then conclude that if you aren't a aeaber of this specific LOCAL 

church you are lost. (This is teaching the right conclUSion for the wrong reasons.) 

RATHER TEACH THAT WE HUST BE PART OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH TO BE SAVED, THEN BECAUSE WE 

ARE COMHANDED NOT TO FORSAKE THE LOCAL ASSEMBLIES Heb 10:25, WE HUST FIND A LOCAL 

CHURCH THAT ACCURATELY TEACHES THE WORD OF GOD AND WORSHIPS ACCORDING TO THE NT 

PATTERN. 


After introducing by asking how aany churches 

today vs in NT tiaes, begin by illustrating how a 

.an can be refered to as a father, citizen etc. 

The point is to show that in the saae way the 

church is refered to as a body, teaple (espeCially 

a kingdoa for pre.illenialists) Read the verses in 

the circles froa top to bottoa for the .ost 

logical sequence. Each circle builds upon the fact 

established in the previous circle. The last 

circle you do is the one where you ask how to get 

into the body with 1 Cor 12:13. Draw in the line 

and write baptized into Just like at the right. 


II RELIGIOUS DIVISION 

OVERVIEW: This section is very iaportent. Here you drive ho~e the fact that 

religious division is sin. We call three witnesses to this fact: Jesus, HS, then Paul. 

Say, "Now let'a hear what apostle Paul has to say about this ..... 


NOTES: 

You are dealing with a very iaportant subJect, but also a very sensitive one. 

Throughout this study you will aention asny religious groups snd show their doctrinal 

errors. For exaaple, in 1 Ti 4 you will show how the Cstholic and Adventist churches 

fits the description of forbidding to aarry and abstaining froa foods respectively. 

The key is to do it in a tactful and proper way. If they aense slander or hatred in 

your tone, you will defeat yourself. Reaeaber, they are good aoral people, it is their 

doctrine you ere taking issue with not the indiVidual. So be extra careful here. 




The verses chosen will do the Job. There are Many More, but tiMe is a factor. Here is 
a siMple way of effectively teaching froa these verses. The verses explain the.selves 
if you follow thea logically as I have tried below. Look for the who, what where and 
whys of the verses and it will flow naturally. 

A. 	 In 17:20-23: Jesus prayed for unity 
1- WHO does Jesus prayer for: V 20 

a. 	his present disciples 
b. 	all His future disciples 

2. 	WHAT does He pray for: V 21 
a. 	unity: ..that they all be one" 

3. 	To what extent does He want unity: V 21 
a. 	as the Fsther is in unity with the Son 
b. 	and the Son with the father 

4. 	WHY does Jesus pray for unity: V 21 
a. 	For the salvation of believers: "that they lIay be in Us" 
b. 	 For the salvation of non-believers: "that the world May believe" 


(Ever hear: "How can there be one God/Bible and 500 churches?" 


B. 	 1 Ti 4:1-5 Holy spirit foretold church division 
1. 	HOW sure is the Holy Spirit that denoainationals. will happen: V1 

a. 	"explicitly says" 
b. 	 Have theM read along with you and say "the Spirit suggests" 


pause and ask thea is that what is says? NO. Explicity says! 

2. 	 WHAT does HS say will happen: V1 

s. 	II in later tiaes sOllie will fall away frOM the (one) faith" 
3. 	WHY will it happen: V 1,2 

a. 	lien will pay attention to deceitful spirits 
b. 	doctrines of deaons 
c. 	lien who are hypocritial liars 
d. 	Men with no conscience (seared) 

4. 	 WHAT are two of the false doctines that will be taught: V 3-5 
a. 	forbidding Marriage (Catholic priests) 
b. forbid eating Meat (Catholics on friday & 7th day Adventist anytiMe) 

NOTES ON 1 Ti 4: Be careful how you aake the application to specific religious 
groups. Read V3 and ask the student, "Do you know any religous groups who forbid 
lIIarriage" If they draw a blank rather than telling thea at this point ask "a 
religous group that forbids certain aeabers to aarry". If still blank, "They forbid 
the priests to aarry •.• " Usually they will say at this point, "Oh yes, the Catholic 
church" If still blank tell thea the answer. But the key is to get thea to say 
"Catholic church" rather than you. Then there is no way they can be angery with 
you. You forced thell to think it out for theMselves! The saa. is true with 
"abstaining froa lIIeats". Ask, "do you know any religous groups that abstain froa 
certain foods?" Prior to 1968 the Catholics were only allowed to eat fish on 
friday, but not any other aeat. The best exaaple is the adventist church. To get 
thea to answer this point (if they know at all) I ask, "00 you know any religous 
groups that believe it is wrong to eat any aeats at all ••. they are total 
vegetarians?" Get theM to tell you. Make thea think a while. Don't tell thea right 
away, but don't go overboard with theatrics or irritate thea. Once you have 
established the point fully, then turn to the "FALLING AWAY" chart that shows all 
the different denoainations. 
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C. 	 1 Cor 1:10-13 Paul -,corrects the church at the city of Corinth: @.......1_1I''''~'1 

1. 	What Paul is about to say is of critial iaportance: V 10 ' 

a. "I exhort you by the naae of Jesus" 	 -..:y 
2. 	What is Paul telling thea: V 10 

a. 	that all believers agree 
b. 	 no "divisions" (I insert "denoainations" when I read the text) 
c. 	be of saMe aind and JudgeMent 

3. 	What were they doing: V 12 
a. 	 I aa of Paul, Apollos, Cephas (Peter), Christ 
b. 	 Today: I aa of Luther, John Calvin, Joseph Saith, John Wesley 
c. 	I cross with an "X" on the corinth "Pie" and say this is what Paul 

said was wrong. I draw an arrow over to the "today pie" and say, 
There is no difference ••• this is Just as wrong, then I "X" it out too! 

III CREED BOOKS CAUSE DIVISXON 

OVERVIEW: Now you .ake the aain point of the lesson. You will show that Most 

churches use creed books and that eliainating creed books will proaote unity. You will 

refer to the reference section where there are actual photocopies of creed books to 

prove the pOint. I do not give thea any of the reference aaterials to keep. 


~: '8egin by aaking, "When people coa. up and ask what are you religously?" They 

will answer, "A Catholic, Baptist etc". Quickly go through the chart in the box. Next 

you go through illustration _1 (If I gave you a Bible and a 8aptist aanual, is it 

possible to becoMe a Catholic? etc.) 


USING THE PHOTOCOPIES: I photocopied sections that were iMportant but when I study 

with a non-Christian, I only read the underlined sections for tiae's sake. When I coae 

to their church's creed book, I usually read the whole thing. Do not give thea these 

photocopies. It is best to give thea the address where they can order the one for 

their church and see it firat hand for the.selves. 


REASONS WHY DENOMINATIONALISM GROWS: 

Here is how I expound on these Bible veraes: 

2 Ti 4:2-4 Apostle Paul foretold of religious division: 


1. 	What does Paul tell us to do: V 2 (preach the word) 
2. 	Why should we preach the word: V 3 

a. 	tiae will coae when believers will not endure sound doctrine. 
b. 	aCCUMulate teachers in accordance with their own desires 

3. 	Why will this happen: V 4 
a. 	 they turn their ears FROM the truth TO .yths 

1 Ti 4:16 Paul's warning to TiMothy: 
1. 	What is the warning: pay attention to what you teach 
2. 	 Why: enaure salvation of yourself and those you teach 
3. 	Should you always trust the preacher teaches truth? 
4. 	What peraonal risk are you taking when you trust the preacher? 

"ICY PREAO£R TIl.D IE 1£ IXEBH'T USE ACREED BCD< FDR DOCTRINE [kY TI£ BIBlE!! 
Ill'" you Ihow the a"IId book. to PIOpll thl)' will oft'" I.k t"-ir prochl!" lbout it. Thl pr'lldItr' will till th.. thlt 
thl)' do not U.. thl erttd book. to "tlblilh doetrint but thl Bibll Ilone. The truth of the ..Uer i. thlt IIOIt church 
....... do not IV'" kl"lON th.....nUll. lMi.t. Thl ....1Oft i. blclU.. thl pNtchl!" IUlt .tudy hi. church'. c:Y'IId book to 
be ordlined. Thl ordination co.it.. will ,",ure thlt hi holdl to the erttd. 80 in fact he .tudi" the erttd in thl 
priva:y of hi. offiCI, then ...lk. out in fl"Oflt of thl church SufldlY lOM'ling with I Bibll UftCIr hi. I,... Look. 1IOOd. 
L.t'. not kid til. troops! Th. erttd book i. till only thing thlt kllP .ny religiou. group diltinct fl"Oll .nothtrr-­
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RUNNING SHORT OF TI"E? If you are short of tiae, this is an excellent place to stop 

the lesson. Continue with sections IV , V next tiae. There is plenty to chew on in 

both sections. 


IV PATTERN OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 

OVERVIEW: 

Up to this point you have been "unteaching" what the church isn't. This section 

represents positive teaching on what the church ist Reaeaber that you are talking 

about the LOCAL church. The five points (naae, work, organization, worship and 

aeabership> all deal with the functioning of the local church. There is no point in 

going into great detail on any of the points. That should be done after conversion, in 

follow-up studies. 


NOTES: 

BEGINNING: 

I begin by reviewing the fact that there are 500 churches today and one Bible. You 

will then establish that there is a specific pattern of doctrine and worship for the 

church. The students probleM is to know which local church duplicates this blueprint. 


I then ask, "If you could know for certain which of these churches is the one true 

church, one true faith (Eph 4:4), would you want to be a aeaber? Don't say it with the 

tone, "I'll going to show you" or "I know which one is the one" but eaphasise the "IF 

it was possible to know" They can't say no. If they say no, they are saying they don't 

want to be saved, reply "Then you don't want any spiritual blessings?" as you refer 

back to the three church Circles on page 1. If they still say no, then say thankyou 

for your tiae and leave. 


When they say yes, I then close ay Bible sit back and tell thea a story. This gives 

the~ a breather. The study has been pretty heavy. I personally prefer the first 

illuatration because of its huaor, but I have included two substitutes to suit 

individual taste. See Illustration #2 "club foot aan." 

SUBSTITUTE #1: You at a ball gaae/aall/hotel and send soaeone out to find your car. 

1 car in 500. You tell them it is a red Ford, 2 door, with 4 big antennas (one at each 

end of the car.> 

SUBSTITUTE #2 You are told to aeet so.eone at the airport whoa you've never aet. 

Man, 30 years old, blonde hair, glasses, wearing red coat and a hunting cap. 


"THE COUNTERFEIT PRINCIPLE" follows nicely. Counterfeiters try to aake aoney look as 

Much like the real thing as possible! 


NAME: 

The story about naaing all the planets except the aoon is interesting to .ost people. 

It is a true fact they have never noticed before. We naaed aars, Saturn, Jupitor and 

each of Jupitors aoons, "What is the naae of our aoon?" "the Moon" doesn't have a 

naMe! You know why? You don't naae so.ething there is only one of. Naaes are only used 

to distinguish. There is only one church and it doesn't have a naae. If we do 

designate it ... 


WORK: 

This section eaphasizes aore what the work is not. Each of the four iteas are 

references to specific churches. Reaeaber, try to get thea to tell which churches are 

like this. For exaaple: 

1. 	Social organization: "There are aore benefits to being a aeaber of soae 

churches than the YMCA. Ask thea, "Do you know any churches like this?" 
2. 	 Benevolent society: Salvation Aray. 
3. 	Money raising organization: aany to choose froa! 
4. 	Political force: Many churches interfere with Africa' South Aaerica (Contras) 
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ORGANIZATION: 

In this section I don't bother with elders deacons and saints. Rather I show how we 
are independantly organized rather than centrally as .ost denoaination are. I have 
never laboured with a church that has elders or deacons and whenever I teach it in a 
one-on-one study it usually creates More of a problea than do any good. I aa usually 
asked, "Well if you are Just a preacher and not an elder, who are the two or aore 
elders who oversee you and the rest of the congregation? I reply, "Well we don't have 
any elders ..... And off you go on a 15 ainute unproductive tangent on the case of being 
"scripturally unorganized. Ax 14." Therefore I leave that part out and cover it in 
detail in follow-up studies. 

The chart on "GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH" flows very well. There are three parts. First 
you introduce and define the two kinds of govern.ent. Having defined this, I go to a 
second chart called, "CENTRALIZED CHURCH GOVERNMENT". This chart .erely proves that 
~ost churches have a centralized govern.ent. These are photocoplies out of creed books 
again. I especially like the Hiscox quote because he ad.its that the first century 
church was independant and not centrally organized. Hiscox then goes on to say, 
"Experience has de.onstrated ..... Or huaan wisdoa Va God's plan. Have you ever tried to 
prove to soaeone that the church had no central govern.ent? It required reading the NT 
froa cover to cover to prove there is no aention of it! Hiscox adaita this point right 
up front! This whole chart takes only 2 ainutes! 

I coae back to the first chart and go to point 
two. You raise a question that is already in their 

~ cou...... 100II _nr 4CK••

Jlind, "How can independant churches be unified." ·.....lIDanuo.... 


The golf course illustration is excellent. All ::.;'F:~
......:~ 
golf courses are independantly owned and operated, 

yet no aatter where you play, Newfoundland, 7~~ \ 

Ontario, BC or the Yukon, the rules are identical. /) '\ 

Why? Because all follow the CPGA rule book. (CPGA: () () () () 

Canadian Professional Golf Association) Then is 
 Ilo.:PUDUT G.CI.S COUItSU ..DlPUD.... LOCaL CllUICII!lask, "which rule book do you suppose each of these_______________________________________ 

local churches follows?" When each one strictly 

follows the Bible then you will have unity Just 

like the Golf courses. I draw a circle above the 

four church circles, write "Bible" inside, then 

draw four arrows froa each church to the Bible. I 

do the seae with the Gold course side by plaCing 

"CPGA" in the circle. Just like at the right • 


.......... Df..ATI: ...... 

Finally I illustrate God's wisdoa in the independent organization. 
Let's liken 8 collection of local churches to a single plate of glass 
and aulti-stained glass. With the single glass, when the world 
headquarters begins to teach soaething that is false and apostacy, the 
whole body is forced to coaply. The best illustration of this is the 
United church of Canada which last year forced all local churches to 
allow the ordination of PRACTICING hoaosexuals! What aakes this so 
excellent of an illustration is that aany local churches have rebelled 
right across the country and the newspapers have covered it heavily. 
Now if the sa.e thing happened with stained glass only one pane would 
be broken, but the rest would reaain intact. I draw in cracks right on 
the page to signify the glass is broken Just like at the left. 

~TJ-.TAI"D a...aee 
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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP: 
~e will only deal with three of the five basic expressions of collective worship. <I 
don't bother with "preaching" or "praying".) The section is really a .ini lesson on 
how to establish authority. God told Noah to aake the ark out of "Gopher wood". That 
aeans that it would have been sin for Noah to use Oak, Pine etc. ~ith each itea in 
this section, get theM to read the verse and ask thea, (1 Cor 16:1,2) "What day should 
we take the collection? If God coaaands us on Sunday, what days does that rule out?" 
Dealing with instruaental ausic in this saae way is siaple and the student fully 
understands why it is wrong. I like to use Eph 5:18,19 (NASB) because I ask, "what 
does God tell us to aake aelody with?" I then read it as they look on the verse, "sing 
and aake aelody with your HARP?" They will get the point instantly and say, "no, 
heart!" If there is any proble. I can go back to the "Covenants atudy" and show how it 
was part of OT worship. I can also reaind thea that the aain difference between the 
old and new Testa.enta was a shift froa the physical to the spiritual. (ie. aT: 
aechanical instruMents to the NT: heart.) 

MEMBERSHIP: 
You will notice that the verses for believe, repent and confess all include baptisa. 
After quickly reading these verses, go to the series of three charts starting with, 
"DOES BAPTISK SAVE?", then "FAITH ONLY" finally "BECOMING A KEKEKBER" Only read the 
underlined parts of the photocopies froa the creed books for tiae's sake. 

V APPLICATION 
OVERVIEW: Here you are reassuring the. what they hsve learned is true. If you are 
using this as a one shot approach, then ask thea if they want to be baptized and wait 
silently for their answer. 

CUSTOMIZING YOUR CREED BOOK PHOTOCOPIES: 
It cost ae about S40 to secure these various church .anuals & creed books. You will 
notice that several are particular to Canada. The Baptist church is "officially 
non-creedal", yet they have regional associations for every church. You aust phone up 
the local churches in your area and get what aanuals they use in your city. I phone up 
a local church and ask for the address & phone N for their headquarters. I write or 
phone thea and ask, "Please send ae a copy of your church constitution, stateaent of 
faith and church governaent." Usually that will do it. They coat froa Sl-S12 each. If 
they give you any trouble reaind thea that these books are a aatter of public record 
and that you are doing a research study on the different churchea in the area. This is 
true! Start right away, the process aay take 3 aonths. 

There two approaches to using creed books. 1. Soae preachers like to take three 
speci£ic creed books along with thea when they study. If the student is a Lutheran, 
then they aake sure that one of the three creed books they take are the Lutheran 
Catechisa. This approach is fine for the preacher but for the average aeaber, it is 
not practical. This approach focuses on aany specific doctrines of each church. 2. The 
second approach is what I have done. I collected a wide range of creed books and 
photocopied the critical sections. I was not so interested at this point with any 
particular docrines, but rather solid evidence that aeabers and leaders are required 
to agree with the aanual in order to be a aeaber of the church. These stateaents are 
usually found in the preface, and in sections which discuss the prerequisites for 
preacher ordination, local church aeabership or local church affiliation with world 
headquarters. When creating the originals for this section, especially include any 
official logos. Most aeabers have never seen the creed book of their own church, but 
ia.ediately recognize the logo. This second approach is efficient and powerful. If 
there is a need to look at any creed book in aore detail, then you have the original 
in your library. 
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TEACHING THE PLAN OF SALVATION STUDY: 


,. 	 - -,
INTRODUCTION: 	 I 

I IThis lesson is excellent for ,-- --, Iteaching the basic principles 
Iof salvation, heaven and hell. 	 I 
(

It explains why aan is lost 
fand how he can be saved by 
(Jesus. It helps the student to 

appreciate the aercy of God in 
salvation. The nuaberous 

l
visual aids in this lesson 

I
Make lt siaple to teach and 

\ ( 

easy for the student to 
l I

cOMprehend. The central part 
of this lesson throughout is 

I ,.....~----.Ithe flow chart. You will need r 
to know how to use the chart. 

I tear the chart out of the \ J, / ...


r" ... ~M..t.._.. \outline then draw the arrows 
(~~....: II ..... __ .. _- ­as I get to each section. The 


chart at the right should help I lie. . : 

\._-- _ __ J

in this. 	 \ 

I FLOW CHART: Start by teaching the left hand side of the 
chart. (Section Nl on the chart above.) Introducing the flow chart taKes only 
ainutes. 

I I WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH: The first thing you want to 
establish is that death Means separation not annihilation. This is illustrated first 
with physical death then spiritual. Adaa and Eve are a good example of spirltual 
death. Point C is where you get the student to identify if they are lost or saved. You 
will see there are three questions. Just answer these three questions in order and 
things will flow saoothly. 

III MAN'S AND GOD'S VIEW OF SIN: The point of this 
section is to show Just how serious God views sin and how Man thinks sin is no big 
deal. Conclude this section by going back to the chart and reviewing what you have 
covered then do section N2 of the chart. 

IV JESUS: THE MERCY OF GOD: I begin this by going back 
to the chart and reviewing all that has been previously covered on the chart, then 
going on to do section _3 of the chart. I conclude this part by doing section _4 of 
the chart. 

CONCLUSION: Now I review the entire chart. (section #5 on chart above> 
1. I will cover with ay hand. the ".ercy" section (N3) of the chart when reviewing the 
Justice section (_1). After saying, "There was a tiae when God had no choice but to 
send all to hell", I then lift ay hand and say, "But God provided a second 
alternative!" 
2. At the "MAN'S CHOICE" section of the outline: I point to the aercy side of the 
chart (N3) and say, "Christ can pay for our sins before we die .•• " Then pointing to 
the Justice side (_1) I say, "Or we will pay for our own sins after we die." Very 
powerful! 
3. When I'a at the "GOD'S CHOICE" section I say, "Ii we reJect Jesus (God's love and 
aercy) God will have now choice once again, but to exercise his Justice and send us to 
hell." As I say this, I cover the aercy side (#3) again with ay hand. Mercy is 
unavailable, not because God didn't provide for any aercy, but rather because we have 
reJected it. 



TEACHING TH E B APTISM STUD Y : 

(AND I LLUSTRATION III 1 ) 


WH EN TO USE TH I S STUDY: 
Thl S study is idee l to use when the person you are studying wlth feels they are saved 
when the Bible c l early says they are not. Genera ll y, anyone who is presently attend i ng 
a local denoMination on a regular basis will need this study to show how their 
church's practl ce on baptisM d i ffers with t he Bible pattern. Generally, I do not use 
this study with the "unchu r ched". I also do not use thlS study with these two kinds of 
people: 

1. 	 If SOMeone has never been baptized I cover ba ptislll in the "PLAN 

OF SALVATION" study. (BaptlsM is covered in both the covenants and NT 

church studies as well.) The only exception to this is when they are not 

sure about baptisM and need More s o l id teaching. Here you are usually 

dea ll ng wi th SOMeone who has been quite active in sOllie denoaination and 

fee l sa ved even though they have never been baptized, 


2. 	 I do not use th i s study lf soaeone has been baptized before (usually 
as a baby). Wlth t hese I silllply state that "infant baptiSM" is not bapti s. 
but "christenlng". And they need to be bapti zed. Usually this is enough. 
The exception to thlS is people who have been sprinkled but are strong 
1n their religious practice and strongly be l l eve sprink l ing is pleasing to God . 

OVERVIEW: 
There is a baslc logic in this lesson. We break baptisa down into three parts and 

cover thea one at a tiae. Your purpose in thlS lesson is to show that thelr previous 

"baptlsM" l S not recognized by God, that they are not saved and t hey need to be 

baptized accord lng to t he Bible pattern. Unless you get the. to agree to every po in t 

it is useless to use the application chart where you actually prove they need to be 

baptized "again". 


In teach i ng this study you Must alread y know what part of their previous "baptisM" is 

wrong . whether lIIode, subJect or purpose. If the lIIai n point of difference is the 

purpose of ba pt l sM ( li ke with a Baptist or Pentecosta l etc) then I Just SklM over Mode 

and sub Ject. Why wai s t a los t of tiae on sOMethi ng you already agree on? If t hey are 

str ong advocates of l nfant ba pt lsM, then go ever mode and s ubJect in gr e a t detail. 


SALVATION EXPERIENCE: 

This lS a very iMportant step. You must get thelr salvation experience 1n writing 

before you begin the study. The thing you must de t e rm1ne is that they feel (and have 

been ta ught) t hat they were saved before t he y were bap t lzed. 


Another way to get the1r salvation experience is to draw a line between two points: 


\"r'r~ ,.'1 yrf ').)1 > 'St.?') )S,n-r~1 
, ._\ I I ' \ ) . j", 

S+.et'"' ~ s..lItv ~#'1.~ $.f.""f'~ 
6ro ..... +e ..U...... ,:.,. E ffr u..... 
,,-, ..:,,, ~!tpt~~", J::~.., ~;'l."~';~., 

One pOlnt represents their physlcal bi rth an the oth~'r the prsent date. I as~ them, 
"Beg i nn l ng with your bi rth pl ease re l ate to .e 1n sequence the sign i f i cant r e l 19 i ous 
events ln your Ilfe. Make speclfic enquiries as to when they were saved and when they 
were baptlzed and plot it on the Ilne. 



VARIOUS TEACHINGS ON BAPTISM: 
In this introductory sectlon you are showing how vast of rellgious division there 18 

on baptisM. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU DO NOT ACTUALLY TELL THEM WHAT YOU BELIEVE AT 
THIS POINT. Just show theM how divided c hurches are on the subJect. 

## 1 PARTS OF BAPTISM LIKE ENGINE« BO DY« GAS OF CAR 
After you have ldentified the 3 cOMponent parts of baptis~; aode, sub Ject and purpose, 
I draw a picture of a car ln the blank space on the first page of the study. YO UR 
OBJECT HERE IS TO SHOW THAT ALL THREE PARTS MUST BE CORRECT! lout of 3, or 2 out of 
three lS not good enough. 

A car has hundreds of vltal parts but we are only 
going to look at three. The body, the engine and 
the gas. Now what happens when you have a body and 
engine but an eapty tank of gas? You park! How 
good is a car with a full tank of gas a body but 
no engine? You park ! How far do you get if you 
have a full tank of gas hooked up to an engine 
without the body? You see that all three parts are 
needed and if one is Missing you don't have a car. 
The saMe is true of baptisM. Each part is vitally 
l.portant. Change Just one and you don't have 
Bible baptisa! 

MODE and II SUBJECT: 
You have two ways of teaching the Mode section. The outline (points B. and C.> are 
written in long forM on the chart "Sprinkling, pouring or iMaersion". The only thing 
.isslng in the l ong text is point B.2. "1611AD king JaMes translators dile.Ma ..• " So 
you can: 

1. read the text on the chart or 
2. use the outline on the study page. 

ReMeMber, don't spend a lot of time on these two sections if they theMselves feel that 
lnfant bapt i sM by sprinkling is wrong. However, if they stongly advocate sprlnkllng 
for lnfants then go over these with detail. 

III PURPOSE: 
As you begln t hls section iden t lfy the only two posit i ons on the purpose of bapt i sm. 
Be sure not to let thea know what you believe. If they ask, tell thea, "You don't want 
.y opinions, if you want to know what the Bible says, CHECK IT FOR yOURSELF ..... and 
don't tell thea. 

B. CHECK IT FOR YOURSELF: 
Now the first chart is easy to use. I explain to theM how to use the chart, then I get 
theM to do all by theMselves. I tell thea that the two positions or views on the 
purpose of baptisa are represented by the chart. One view on the left coluMn and the 
other view on the right. REMIND THEM THAT THE BIBLE DOESN 'T TEACH BOTH, ONLY ONE! I 
will say, "What does the Bible say is the purpose of baptisM. Is baptisM 1. for the 
forgiveness of Slns OR 2. not for the forgiveness of s i ns" and so on down the chart. 

Give theM roo. to do it by theMselves. Don't be looking over their shoulders. I wlil 
say, "Now you do the chart and I will get a drink for us or go to the washrOOM or get 
up and stret ch." If they are running into trouble finding a verse or ask for your he l p 
then begln helplng theM. After they have finished I go over the one's they May have 
gotten wrong. The notes below will aid in teach l ng the verses aentioned. 



Mark 16 : 16 Use an ill ustratlon like, "He who eats and drlnks will Ilve, he who eats 

not wl ll d i e". Both are essenti al to physical life Just l lke both belief and baptisM 

are both essential to spiritual life. \~ :~o-,1 


THE "U KE FIGU RE" OF 1 Pe 3 : 21 : 

Which of the two state.ents did Peter Make? 


1. 	Noah was "saved by the ark" frOM the water 
2. 	 Noah was "saved by the water" frOM the 


ancient sinful world: Gen 6 :11 - 13 

3. 	WE ARE SAVED BY WATER FROM OUR "WORLD OF SIN" 

, 2... 

Fro"", l.4Iorld 
ht1 ~ sit"\ 

This verse says that bapt i sM saves us not by reMoving 
the filth of the flesh [dirt washed off when iMMersed 
like a bath] but by an appeal to God for a good 
conscience (when you have forglveness of sins your 
consc i ence 18 cleared. There is a direct relationshiop 
between blood, forgiveness and a good conscience as 
seen in the chart at right. 

C. FIVE COMMON INTERPRETATI ON S OF Mk 16: 16 
I will get thea to first read the verse t hen t ell the. that in the denoMinational 
world t here are five ways people lnterpret t hl S one verse! Be sure to cover up the 
right hand side of the chart with paper, called "WHO TEACH ES THIS?" or else you wi ll 
lose soae of t he effecti veness of the chart as they see the answer before you Make the 
poin t . I begin by saying, "There are rellgious groups in the city who teach .... do 
you know who ? Gi ve t hea a Moment t o th l nk about it. Usually they wlll draw a blank. At 
that point I will s l ide down t he sheet of paper to reveal the answer. Contlnue wl th 
the chart, keeping the answers h1dden until you want to reveal theM or they will read 
the answer before they know the question. 

EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS FROM MOUTH OF GOD: Mt 4:4 
When you have so.eone that ra l se8 an obJect i on saying, "Well John 3:16 (or SOMe verse 
like it) says i f we be li eve we wil l be saved." Go through the chart and ask, " I f J n 
3:16 teaches fai t h on l y, and rul es out bap tisM as part of salvat10n, then does Lk 13 : 3 
t each repentance onl y and rul e out fa1th ?" e t c . We Must take all the word, to Just one 
verse t o get the truth . 

EX AM PLES OF CON VERS ION show how in every case of conversion baptisM was always 

present. ThlS chart is to be used as you see fi t. 


I V APPLICATION CHART: 

Thi s is the aain point of the lesson where we take the Bible infor.ation on baptl s M 

and apply it to thelr personal salvation experience. ReMind the~ about Illustration 

# 1 about the car and parts. 


~I ThlY 11'..,." for thl I'..illion 01 lins but thty do it on bellilf 01 dlld peopl,. A hYing IiIor'llOn 111111 be 

blptlZld for I relitivi ..no hit bHn dud for 3ie yurl. SIt cOIIplltld chlrt to I" nC* to c:htek thl box". 


FA IT~ ONLY They 111111 not baptizi infantl Ind will practlci xy appbICATJ: Q " CHART: 
iMMtl'lion but tney do not bililvi biptill il for thl 	 I ' I U. 

£hJII'P1..l! IIMJD5 Sll l J t tt 'Ua POSl: I.,PT15I1'"forgivtnfli of iins. 
, ' ;~~~ '" .,. '~QI ' :;:D "j 7 "j ..X··..!'7 "'f iVo"'1 

~AHT Infant bloti u i l Il..YI prlCti~ by Ipr lnk lin~. 
I U .. IdvOClt" believl till filM doctrinl of ' u'lll1"ltld ;·;~~·:; '·' · "~~!!::"·r-·~-' "r'-'~ " '1 "7 ' r~io''' \ 

lin~ 1 they believl infanh IUlt be biptizld for thl 
forglvlness of lin. 

~b! John i..,.1Id Jdulh. Rt\y did thlY hlvt to be 
r.- ptiztd" "11'1 in thl tiNt. BeeIUN thlY _1'1 blptizld 

for 	thl IIIt"Ong I'lllOn. ThIY IIWI't biptizld f or this purpolll 
AN 1914 (A bipt iu of rtpentlnc:e to bllilvi in thl 01"11 who 
fo II0IIIId ) 

YOUR STUDENT'S M Now f ill in thtir nut Ind co.pltt, thl chlrt. If t hl ir baptiu il like "faith only' you cln drlw 
I connecting line bit..." t hlir section, John's saction Ind the flith only section. Show theM thlt AN 19 is positive 
proof thlt they .ust be "re-baptized". 



TEA CHING THE --BECO MING A CHRISTIAN-· STU D Y : 

The purpose of th~s leason is twofold: First: To ~dent1fy the ~eJor costs your 
non-Chr~st~an friend w~ll have to pay 1n order to beco~e a Christ~an and to 1dent~{y 
things that stand between theM and Chr1st that Must be removed. Second: To get them to 
actually AGREE to pay these costs and remove any barriers. This 1S the com~itMent 
lesson which will test the quality of the heart. It is strongly reco.mented that a 
person studies this lesson before you bapt~ze h~~. Even 1f e person wants to be 
baptIzed, it ia i.portant to get thea to count the cost before baptIzing them. ThIS 1S 

1n keep1ng with what Jesus said in Lk 14:28-30. 

It 18 often a grave mistake to baptize SOMeone the first time they ask. WHY? Lets say 
you bapt1ze the~ before you study deno~inationalis~, You baptize theM. they go back to 
their old church and you never see thea agaln! CHRISTIANITY IS A TAUG~T RELIGION! 
Another exaMple is baptizing SOMeone before they realize that they can't go fish~ng 
Sunday Mornlngs every weekend as they have for the past 10 years, Here they hadn't 
"counted the cost". You know whose fault it is when they fall away? Yours. for 
baptizing them before you dlsclosed the teras of the agreement. Or they want to be 
baptized but hadn't consldered that beco~ing a Chrlstian requires theM to elther stop 
livlng co~~on law or get ~arr~ed ... and they soon fall away. Jesus said we ~ust count 
the cost first! It IS always better to bapt1ze SOMeone a little after they are ready 
than a llttle before they are ready. 

There 1S enough ~aterial here to study up to 1.5 hours. You will need to place 
eMphasis on areas where they need it and sK1m over areas where they have no proble~ so 
that the study is about 1 hour. For exaaple, you can usually skip lliustration ~~ 
for those who are on welfare. You 8S a soulwinner will never teach this lesson quite 
the sa~e way tWlce. You May teach an abr1dged for a of this lesson in about 30 Minutes 
by sklpplng the entire second page. 

Let's say eOMeone wants asks to be baptized the very evenlng you study the NT church 
or baptlsM study. You should count the cost rlght their and then. This can be done 
qUlte effectively in 15 alnutes by discussing Lk 14:28-30 then dOing Sect10n IV, If 
things are rushed or both of you are tlred, put the baptls. off till the next study 
night and go over thls study In detail. 

I N T RODUCTIO N : 
Kost people relate to God's people being refered to as a Christian. ThiS lesson Will 
examine the passages that relate to God's people as disclples. This less on examines 
several passages whlch state, "Vou cannot be fly disc~ple unless ...... In the flrst 
century there was an expression, "Caesarian", This word is different from that famous 
and pa.l.nless JIIethod of delivering a baby (Caesarean sectlon). A "Caesarlan" was a 
Jnellber of Caesar's household. whether a slave or blood relative. ISBE says, "To belong 
to Caesar's household would secure substantial prlvllegea and 1~~un1ties, and would 
glve a certaln soclel l~portance which ~ade this posltion a valued one." Thus the word 
Chrlstlan refers to those of Christ's household and would grant substantial prlvlleges 
too. (Caesar + lan = Chr1st + lan) 

I C O S T AND B E N E F I T S: 
This section introduces the ft8~n thought of the lesson in that there are costs each of 
us must pay 1n order to become a ChristIan. Kost people l~agJ.ne belng a Chlstlan as no 
fun. They view it as a relationshlp where you 91ve up everythlng and get nothlng in 
return. This section discusses this 1dea and shows lt to be false. What you get 1S 

.ore than what you give up! There are present benefits as well as the future reward in 
heaven. 
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II JESUS C A LLS HIS DISCIPLES: 
People followed Jesus for a variety of reasone in the fIrst century, So~ followed Hi. 
only for food Jn 6, You can use thls section to deal with those who are attending 
church for the wrong reason, like merely the social aspects. In fact most of the 
section discusses people who were followlng Jesus, but for the wrong reason or with 
poor COlllllitllent. 
Lk 9:57,58 followed because he thought it would make hIli r~ch and fa~ous. 
Lk 9:59,60 d1d not reallze that follow1ng Jesus was the hIghest priority in 11fe and 
ftore Illportant than any excuse. Anyone can go to thelr boss and get ti~e off with 
short not1ce to attend the1r father's funeral. If Jesus did not excuse this man for 
what is considered the "ultiNate excuse" what do you suppose Jesus thinks a bout our 
usual excuses. Jesus "nailed" every excuse in the book by "naillng" thlS one. 
Lk 9:61,62 This lIan dIdn't realize that follow1ng Jesus requires a lifetlme 
co~mitment. No turning back. No vacatIons fro. ~he Chr1stlen walk! 
Lk 22:54 People like to follow Jesus at a distance ..• )ust close enough to reap the 
benefits but far enough away so they don't have to pay any costs. 
Jn 6 + Lk 9 Here we are looking at one story froa two gospel records. We get a lIore 
accurate picture by putting bo~h gospels together. The 5000 were following Jesus for 
the wrong reason <bread seekers>. Jesus would not let the. follow Hi. any More unless 
they followed Him for the right reason <He was the bread of 11fe ) . V66 says that as e 
result of Jesus rebuke, ~any of HIS disciples left Hi ~ and were not followlng any 
More. JESUS WANTS QUALITY COMMITMENT NOT QUANTITV! Don't be afraid to rebuke! 

II I CARRY YOUR O WN C ROSS : 
ThIS sectlon defines what the expresslon "carry you own cross" lPeans. The thought 1S 

su.~ed up by Gal 2:20 "I have been cruc1f1ed with ChrIst It is no longer I who llves 
but Chrlst." Jesus serves as an example of carrying his cross. Reme~ber that Jesus 
carried hl$ cros s all though his life, not Just on cruc1flxion day. Jesus placed God 
on the throne of His heart and sat at God's feet •.. an e)(a~ple for us. J e sus said all 
though h1S alnistry, "It 1S no longer I, Jesus, who lives, but the Fathe r who lives in 
~e. the life I live In the flesh. I live by faith 1n the Fat.her" Gal 2:20. 

I V WILL YOU PAY THE PRICE ? 

All through the lesson you have been warning them that they will have to pa y a cost, 

but it has been a ll aCldemlc. Now you actua lly tell them soae of the costs they will 

have to pay. Re.ember, don't go easy on them.,.Jesus dldn't. 


V Y OUR GREATEST COST: 
See illustra tIon ~~ for more de~ails. It lS important tha t when you identify the ir 
greates t s1ngle pOlnt of res~stence to becoMlng a Chrlstlan. It should be e vident fro. 
the tl.e you have spent together. Rather than say1ng, "Are you aware that your husband 
Will try to h1nder you frail going to church every Sunday" . Ask, "Are you prepared to 
be a ChrIst1an even If d01ng so causes your husband to walk out on you?" Rathe r than 
saylng, "1 thlnk that JIIaterlSl things will be a hinde rllnce to you". Ask. "Would you 
stlll beCOMe a Christian 1f 1t meant that the govern~ent would come and confIscate 
your house, car and everythIng you own as happened in the first century? " Rather than 
saylng, "Your frlends et school .ay rldicule you when they flnd out you have be COMe a 
Christian". Ask, "Are you prepared to to be shunned by every friend you have when they 
find out you are a Chrlstlan ?" Make the point as hard as you can. WE ARE LOOKING FOR A 
QUALITY COMMITMENT fROM THEM WHICH WILL ENDURE A LIFETIME. This cO~. ltment is More 
i~portant then a aarriage co~~it.ent and think of how Much li .e and thought goe s into 
tYln9 the knot! 

At the end of this study I 101111 read Mt 28:18 and ask the . 1£ they want to be 
baptized. Don't say a word t1ll they answer. If they s a y I want to thlnk about 1t ask 
thea wha t there is to think about. If they delay ba ptiSM it could ae a n they lire not 
"good soil " or it could aean they are truely counting the cost and will be baptized in 
a few days. The pa SSing of ti ae will give you the answer. 


